
The Sounders face the Minnesota Thunder for the third time this season.
Minnesota is currently 2 points ahead of Seattle with 3 games in hand,
while Milwaukee and Seattle are fighting for the fourth and final  Western
Conference playoff spot. While Seattle holds a 4 point lead, Milwaukee
have several matches in hand; thus a win in today's match is critical for
the Sounders' playoff chances.

After a light six-game schedule in July, the Thunder play nine games in
the final month of the season, seven of which are on the road. The
Thunder lost to the Portland Timbers on August 5th; last weekend, the
Thunder suffered losses to the Rochester Raging Rhinos and Syracuse
Salty Dogs; just the second time this season the Thunder have lost two
consecutive games.  Will the Sounders make it three times?
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Last Week: The Sounders played a nailbiter of a match
2 weeks ago against Milwaukee United, scoring in the
final minutes, everyone driving forward (incl keeper
Preston Burpo!) to force the match into 2 scoreless 10
minute “golden goal” periods, resulting in a draw.

The Sounders then hit the road, playing a pair of games in Canada, first
against Calgary on August 1st, which resulted in a disappointing loss to
the Mustangs, 3-0.  Undaunted, the lads in white headed north to

Edmonton to play Edmonton FC, the
team formed by USL from the players left
on the roster when the Edmonton
Aviators folded early last month.  Their

expedition north was well rewarded, as they won handily, 2-1. Ben
Somoza scored his first goal of the 2004 season in the 18th minute,
volleying a Sean Michael Callahan (Schmike) cross.  In the 30th
minute, Jonathan Bolanos was hauled down inside the 18-yard box. The
awarded a penalty kick and Welton delivered a high right footed shot that
smashed off the crossbar and down into the goal to cement the lead.

Up Next:
The Sounders head north to Vancouver next Sunday, then host the
Whitecaps on Weds, August 18 at 7pm.  These two matches will be the
last time the Puget Sounds rivals face each other this season.  August
22nd will see the new Puerto Rico Islanders team, and finish their season
at home on August 28th, hosting the Minnesota Thunder.

Sounders fans can listen to all matches (including away games!) on
KKNW 1150 AM as well as being webcast at
http://www.newschannel1150.com.

Next home match is Wednesday August
18 at 7:00pm v. Vancouver Whitecaps.

Sounders Remaining Home Games:
8/18 - Vancouver Whitecaps - 7pm
8/22 - Puerto Rico Islanders - 5pm
8/28 - Minnesota Thunder - 7pm

Eastern Conference

Team W D L

Montreal Impact 14 4 4
Richmond Kickers 13 3 7
Rochester Rhinos 13 1 7
Atlanta Silverbacks 12 2 6
Syracuse Salty Dogs 11 3 7
Virginia Beach Mariners 9 3 10
Toronto Lynx 7 1 12
Puerto Rico Islanders 5 6 14
Charlston Battery 3 4 14

Western Conference

Team W D L

Portland Timbers 14 0 7
Vancouver Whitecaps 12 3 5
Minnesota Thunder 10 3 7
Seattle Sounders 9 4 10
Milwaukee Wave Utd 8 3 9
Edmonton FC 3 6 12
Calgary Mustangs 3 4 14
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A-League Standings

Who is your favorite Sounder?
Vote by circling your choice on the
roster and depositing this program
into a Pod Voting Station as you exit.

http://www.newschannel1150.com



